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      August 7, 2008 
 
 
 
LETTER SENT VIA FAX 
 
Chinese President Hu Jintao  
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao 
BOCOG President Liu Qi 
c/o Ambassador Zhou Wenzhong 
Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the United States of America 
2300 Connecticut Ave., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20008 
 
 
Gentlemen, 
 
Over the past several years, I have endeavored to be helpful to the Beijing Olympic Games Organizing 
Committee (BOCOG) in its efforts to stage successful Games. When the International Olympic Committee 
was considering Beijing’s bid, I spoke in favor of giving China a fair and equal chance in the process. As 
the President of the Olympic Winter Games in Salt Lake City in 2002, I extended numerous courtesies to 
BOCOG officials. Further, in December of 2007, I met with BOCOG President Liu Qi and other senior 
officials in Beijing to provide advice and counsel. As the Governor of Massachusetts, I was also honored to 
host Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao during his 2003 visit to our state. 
  
With these associations in mind, I respectfully request that you reconsider the visa application of Olympic 
gold medalist Joey Cheek. I am confident that he would in no way disrupt or interfere with the Games. He 
is a serious and respectful individual who has brought honor to America and to the Olympic movement. 
 
Denial of a visa to Mr. Cheek has already caused the world media to criticize China and the Beijing 
Olympics. Should China continue to deny Mr. Cheek a visa, the criticism will only become greater.  Mine 
will be a voice of appreciation if a visa is granted; it will be a voice of strong criticism if it is not.  
 
Please know of my appreciation for your consideration of this request and of my wishes for successful 
Olympic Games. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mitt Romney 
Former President, Salt Lake Organizing Committee for the 2002 Olympic Winter Games, and  
Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 2003-2007 
 
 
 


