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financial independence that everyone in Massachusetts deserves.” 
  
CHARLIE’S WELFARE REFORM PRIORITIES:  
  
Getting back to work - create and invest in a Pathways to Self-Sufficiency program:
Pathways to Self-Sufficiency would provide job training, education and employment
assistance to help welfare recipients find work and transition off public assistance.
Applicants would be required to search for employment before they receive cash
assistance (currently, recipients have 60 days to find a job).

 
Require anyone over 18 applying for public benefits to participate in the program; those
enrolled full-time in a school or training program would be exempt.  Recipients would be
eligible for child care assistance in their first year to help ease the transition to work.
 
 
Incentivizing employers to hire recipients of public benefits: 
 
Implement a tax credit for employers who hire DTA program recipients, and partner with
state-funded social service agencies to provide jobs or internships to recipients.

Supporting parents and families:
 

Allocate additional funds for childcare subsidies for low-income families.
 

Make childcare vouchers available to individuals participating in the Pathways to Self-
Sufficiency program.

 
Provide additional assistance for pregnant teens.
 
 
Keeping “transitional assistance” transitional and promoting work:

Reduce benefit extensions and cap the number of months of school or training that can be
used to meet the work requirement.  Instead of allowing six-month extensions of benefits
(beyond the 24 months allowable under law), extensions would be limited to three months.
 While education should be an allowable substitute for the work requirement, there should
be a 24-month cap for 4-year college or community college and a 12-month cap for
vocational programs

Increase the age at which recipients become exempt from the work requirement from 60
to 66.
 
 
Preventing Fraud and Abuse:
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Prevent the use of EBT cards for international wire transfers and enforce eligibility
requirements by cutting off benefits to people who spend at least 90 days a year out of
state.

 
Establish an all-electronic benefits system by the end of Charlie’s first term.
 
 
Charlie’s Record:
 
As a leader in the Weld and Cellucci administrations, Charlie helped develop and
implement a successful welfare reform law:

Successfully drafted and obtained a waiver of federal welfare rules from the Federal
government to allow Massachusetts to implement welfare reform.

 
Caseload reduction by over 50% from approximately 104,000 to approximately 48,000
due to reforms which got people back to work.

 
Instituted two year time limit for receipt of benefits for a percentage of the caseload.

 
Instituted mandatory work requirement for able bodied heads of household whose
youngest child was school aged.

 
Created and funded the following support services so that families facing time limits and
work requirements would have every opportunity to successfully transition from Welfare to
self sufficiency:

 
Employment Services Program- offered an array of skills training programs, pre-
employment programs, educational programs and job search activities to prepare welfare
recipients for work.

 
Transportation Assistance Program- in cooperation with the Regional Transit Authorities,
linked welfare recipients to public transportation or if public transportation did not exist,
alternative transportation options so that no job offer would be lost for lack of
transportation.

 
Child Care Services- increased funding for child care and improved access to services by
linking welfare recipients to child care referral agencies.

Created and funded Teen Living Programs which mandated that teen parents pursue a
high school diploma or G.E.D.

###
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